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upon them at times so piercingly as to fill the best with
shame, no room, it is evident, is left for self-complacency,
or even for tolerable repose of conscience; and there is no
difficulty in explaining that profound sense of sin, which,
since the true type of humanity was given, has filled the
whole air with a plaint of penitence. Besides, the ulterior
question at which I have hinted is a very serious one, and
furnishes an indefinite supplement to the clear consciousness
of our own shortcomings. We have lagged behind our own
image of right; but there is a prior question: how far is
that image itself what it might have been ? Is it the pure
and full-proportioned vision which God had rendered
possible to us? or is it dwarfed and stained by the self-
incurred perversions of our sight, and the specks and films
of many an unfaithfulness? The accelerating ratio with
which moral light dilutes itself as it recedes from its first
Divine moment, till it is felt in only faint and casual waves
amid the dark spaces of the soul, is so fearful a thing as to
affect a thoughtful mind with a deeper awe than even the
sense of positive evil. Thus is all self-reliance for moral
harmony with God utterly cut away, and for the peace
which even the strenuous conscience cannot honestly win,
we are thrown upon a free faith and trusting affection in
which there is only surrender into the Divine hand.

In our relations to men^ it is otherwise: there is nothing
to prevent the acquisition of merit towards them. The
authoritative measure of duty, in every transaction between
different persons, is the mutually understoodideaL This, in all
that is common between us and the ^atSerwspirits, is simply
the highest that ever dawns upon our hearts; beyond which
we can never go, so as to earn anything. But, in our
dealings with our fellow-men, it is their ideal, as recognised
by us, that measures their claim upon us in the eye of social
justice; and m so far as our own sense of right may pass
beyond this and draw from us more than is contained in the
mutual understanding, we perform what they had no title to
require from us, and we may be truly said to deserve well at